Royal Angels in the News

News Values and the Royal Context
The combination "princess-angel school" registered on most if not all recognized "news values" -factors assumed to impact the selection of news, and through which certain "facts" are judged more newsworthy than others (Bednarek and Caple 2012). Negativity, conflict, impact and novelty are commonly referred to as the primary news values, along with prominence and proximity/nearness -culturally and/or geographically. New Age rarely makes headlines in the Norwegian news. It was the royal status of Märtha rather than the content of her religiosity that placed it in the news, and made other prominent people (politicians, celebrities, scholars and church leaders) debate it publicly. As a princess, moreover, Märtha belongs not only to the a-level of Norwegian celebrities, but to the symbolic and cultural core of Norwegian-ness.
The proximity dimension of royalty implies that its members are followed closely, and evaluated according to their ability to live up to their roles. Christianity belongs to this level of prescribed performances. The Norwegian monarchy has lost its status as a divine arrangement with the king as God's representative on earth, but it is hardly a secular institution. Rather, the relationship between the Norwegian State Church and the monarchy has traditionally been one of mutual legitimation (Lundby 2006: 44) . The King is subjected to a so-called confessional duty (bekjennelsesplikt), meaning that he is obliged, by law, to be a Lutheran Protestant. He is referred to in the constitution as sacred and chose, like his father before him, to undergo a ritual blessing in connection with his initiation as king. He was, until a constitutional amendment in 2012, the formal head of the Norwegian state church. He is still the formal head of state government, and along with his family participates regularly in high profile ceremonial and symbolic events.
It is not, this context considered, surprising then that Märtha's angel school was met with interest by the press. More or less anything the royal family does is considered newsworthy; here one of its members departed from what has thus far been the religious backbone of the monarchy. The proportions of the media response were nevertheless surprising. Religion is not, scholars have claimed, important to the national identity of Norwegians (Brekke 2010).1 The news media, moreover, takes pride in adhering to secular premises, including a principle of equal treatment of different religions. One could thus expect a moderate scandal, comparable to excessive spending, infidelity or
